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Last weekend, I shared some of the notes, observations and statistical data which served as a 
basis for the Catholic Schools Office Team Visit Report which was presented after their visit to 
St. Francis on September 27th. Upon review of the report, the analysis offered provides great 
testimony to the excellent program that we provide to our families. Accordingly, we thought you 
might enjoy reading some of the additional segments of this report: 
 
Finance 
St. Francis de Sales has an experienced Business Manager and an active Finance Council who 
assist the pastor and principal in preparing and monitoring the school budget and remain 
diligent in its oversight. 
 
Marketing 
Efforts to market St. Francis de Sales has been undertaken in a variety of formats. Yet, the 
strongest marketing tool continues to be the positive comments of parents to potential parents. 
 
Classroom Observations  
Classroom observations showed well-managed, supportive learning environments and well-
planned instruction. The students knew classroom routines, were well behaved, and spoke and 
interacted respectfully with their teachers and peers. Overall, the students appeared very 
positive about and actively engaged in their learning experiences. The teachers, who were 
professional in demeanor and appearance, used a variety of instructional strategies and engaged 
the students through both lower order and higher order questioning. 
 
Commendations - St. Francis de Sales School is commended for: 

 Welcoming, courteous, happy, inquisitive students 

 Dedicated, competent, and hardworking administrators and teachers who have high 
expectations and challenge students to do their best 

 Commitment to strong Catholic identity in both knowledge and practice 

 Weekly Mass for the school community 

 Strength of the academic program which results in solid standardized test scores 

 Diversity of academic and extracurricular offerings - examples include: an Algebra II 
course is available for advanced students, a musical theater class is provided for 8th 
graders, band, choir, and sports teams are enjoyed by upper grade students, and many 
student leadership opportunities such as Student Council, National Junior Honor 
Society, and School Safety Patrol. Active engagement of students in the classroom and 
the use of both lower and higher order questioning strategies in class 

 Administrative vision for becoming a S.T.R.E.A.M. school 

 Professional development training focused on Google Apps for Education and 
Chromebooks.  

 The many and varied service and outreach experiences in which they are involved 

 The Penguin Parent Ambassador program 

 Active School Advisory Board and supportive Home-School Association 
 
What an amazing school we have in PENGUIN NATION! We are truly blessed!! 
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